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Geleitwort

This excellent collection of essays by Ger-
man scholars is a most welcome addition to
the literature on the geography of health and
disease. It is timely and provides a compre-
hensive coverage of recent research by a
growing community of scholars.

It is particularly welcome since German
scientists and cartographers in the late eight-
eenth and early nineteenth centuries - such
as Finke, Berghaus, Petermann, and of
course von Humboldt -led the way in reveal-
ing how a geographic perspective could illu-
minate the study of health and disease. For
reasons that may demand further enquiry,
that early tradition lapsed and instead it was
the group of outstanding German location
theorists in the first half of the twentieth cen-
tury - Weber, Christaller, Losch - that domi-
nated positivist Anglo-American geography
in the latter decades of that century.

During those same recent decades the
sub-discipline of medical geography
emerged, led both by those looking at the
interactions between the physical environ-
ment, cultural practices and human health
(a “disease ecology” approach) and those
concerned with modelling the spatial distri-
bution and spread of disease (spatial diffu-
sion) and the optimal configuration of
health services. The key contributors to this
field came from North America and Britain.
More recently, these concerns have been
mirrored by a social, and especially cul-
tural, “turn” in which the specific character-
istics of places and care settings have come
to the fore; here, we may speak of ‘health
geography’ as much as of ,,medical geogra-
phy”. Specialist journals such as Health &
Place have emerged to cater for research in
both traditions. Again, the key contributors

have come from Britain, Canada, and the
United States, joined by scholars working in
New Zealand. As a result, much of the liter-
ature has been published in English lan-
guage journals and edited books and it is
refreshing to see material now being writ-
ten in German, such as in this collection.
The strength of this volume is its wide cov-
erage of all the key topics concerned with
the way in which space shapes the distribu-
tion of disease and healthcare provision.

In this volume there is welcome attention
given to the methods and techniques needed
in spatial epidemiology and health care plan-
ning - techniques of spatial analysis (includ-
ing visualisation and exploratory methods)
and geographic information science. The
cartographic tradition to which I referred
earlier is given a contemporary treatment
and is so important on helping to pose new
research questions and hypotheses for fur-
ther testing.

German scholars have been at the fore-
front of developing our understanding of in-
fectious disease. This demands constant at-
tention and vigilance (surveillance), given
the emergence of new, and re-emergence of
older, pathogens that threaten population
health. Considering the porosity of interna-
tional borders, enabled by the growth of air
travel and the convergence of places in time-
space, the optimism of the 1960s that infec-
tious disease might give way to chronic con-
ditions as the major sources of mortality and
morbidity now seems badly misplaced. We
desperately need the insights of those mod-
elling disease spread - but, crucially, in-
formed by a spatial imagination - to help ex-
plain, predict and control such spread. So the
chapters on these topics, and on the mobility
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10 Geleitwort

of people and viruses, are especially timely.
Further, the ‘reach’ of these diseases will be
shaped not only by population movements
but by environmental, and particularly cli-
mate, change. We need to know not simply
by how much global temperatures might in-
crease but what the consequences of these
increases might be in particular regions and
how they might impact on the distribution of
major infections such as malaria but also
those diseases which have been relatively
neglected. Here, too, geographers in Germa-
ny are illuminating these impacts as this col-
lection shows.

But we need also to attend to the social
distribution of disease and ill-health and to
understand (and, of course, address) the so-
cially unequal distribution of mortality and
morbidity. This has spawned a vast literature
in the UK, USA, New Zealand and in parts of
continental Europe. So it is refreshing to see
geographers and epidemiologists in Germa-
ny covering literature on the links between
social deprivation and ill-health. Where you
live helps shape your life chances, and this
includes health and well-being as much as
employment and housing (themselves de-

terminants of health, of course). Where you
live also shapes your access to health servic-
es, whether for primary, secondary of more
specialised (tertiary) health services. Access
to child health services, such as immunisa-
tion, or to screening for cancers of the breast,
cervix, or colon, is shaped in part by relative
location and, again, this collection considers
these topics. The question of where to locate
such services so as to optimise both access as
well as the efficiency of provision is one that
remains pertinent, particularly as those de-
livering such services in advanced econo-
mies continue to face budgetary pressures in
the current economic climate.

The essays in this collection deserve a
careful reading, not only within Germany
but much further afield, and I commend the
editors, authors, and publisher for seeing
this excellent collection into print. It will
prove to be a rich resource for geographers,
epidemiologists, and health professionals
for many years to come.

Tony Gatrell
Lancaster University
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Vorwort

Geografie der Gesundheit - mit diesem
Buch soll eine Liicke in der deutschsprachi-
gen Literatur zu einem Thema geschlossen
werden, das sowohl in Forschung und Wis-
senschaft als auch in der Offentlichkeit im-
mer prasenter wird.

Unsere Gesundheit ist von dem gepragt,
wer wir sind, wo wir leben, was wir tun und
mit wem wir uns umgeben. All dies sind
Punkte, die einen raumlichen und damit
geografischen Bezug haben. In vielen Lan-
dern, vor allem im anglo-amerikanischen
Raum, ist die ,,medical geography* oder die
»health geography® bereits ein etabliertes
Fach. Wenngleich das Fach im deutschspra-
chigen Raum, im internationalen Vergleich,
weniger prominent ist, gibt es eine wach-
sende Anzahl von Personen und Institutio-
nen, die sich mit regionalen Gesichtspunk-
ten von Gesundheit, Krankheit oder der
Verteilung von Gesundheitsversorgungs-
leistungen beschaftigen.

Unsere Motivation besteht darin, die un-
terschiedlichen Forschungsansatze und die
mit ihnen verkniipften Methoden erstmals
in einem deutschsprachigen Buch zusam-
menzutragen.

Der erste Buchteil (I) beinhaltet Beitrége,
die sich mit den Hintergriinden und Erkla-
rungsansatzen von Gesundheit und Raum
beschaftigen und den Mehrwert aufzeigen,
den eine raumliche Betrachtung von Ge-
sundheit und Versorgung mit sich bringt.
Dabei wird vor allem Fragen nach den
Zusammenhangen zwischen Geografie und
Gesundheit und deren verschiedenen Di-
mensionen nachgegangen. Dariiber hinaus
werden die historische Entwicklung und In-
terdisziplinaritit des Faches aufgezeigt, die
sich auch nicht zuletzt in den unterschiedli-

chen fachlichen Hintergriinden der Autoren
widerspiegeln.

Der zweite Buchteil (II) beschaftigt sich
mit angewandten Forschungsbeispielen, die
vor allem durch ihre Methoden zu charakte-
risieren sind. Der erste Abschnitt beinhaltet
Textbeitrage verschiedener Messinstrumen-
te und -methoden, wie Surveillance-Syste-
men oder den Zusammenhangen von Ge-
sundheit und regionaler Deprivation. Der
zweite Abschnitt des Kapitels widmet sich
vor allem der kartographischen Umsetzung
sowie den Anwendungsmoglichkeiten von
Geografischen Informationssystemen (GIS)
der Gesundheitsforschung.

Im dritten Buchteil (III) werden schlief3-
lich Beitrage aufgefiihrt, die die vielseitigen
Anwendungsgebiete der Gesundheitsgeo-
grafie aufzeigen. Die Autoren beschreiben
dabei spezielle Forschungsarbeiten, die am
Schnittpunkt von regionalen und gesund-
heitsspezifischen Themen entstehen. Dabei
sind die drei Schwerpunkte: Epidemiologie,
Gesundheitsversorgung sowie Global Chan-
ge and Health zu nennen. Hier werden zum
einen die regionale Dimension verschiede-
ner Erkrankungen oder Krankheitsursachen
sowie zum anderen die Auswirkungen regio-
naler Verteilungen von Versorgungsstruktu-
ren thematisiert. Im Kapitel Global Change
and Health werden globale Veridnderungen
thematisiert und Bereiche wie Klimawan-
del, globale Mobilitat und Infektionskrank-
heiten betrachtet.

Insgesamt liefert dieses Buch damit nicht
nur einen Uberblick iiber das Thema Geo-
grafie und Gesundheit. Es zeigt auch die
Vielseitigkeit der Fragestellungen auf, die
von unterschiedlichen Institutionen und Per-
sonen in Deutschland bearbeitet werden.
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